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HISTORY OF RUSSIA FROM 1689 TO 1964 A D 

Objective: To enable the students to know about the importance of Russia to the    world. 

Unit: I 

The Ascendancy of Russia: 

Ivan  IV the terrible – Romanov dynasty –Peter the great (1689 -1725) – Peter’s Reforms – St. 

Petersburg Russia’ s foreign policy, Catherine the great – Domestic reforms – Administrative 

reorganization – Economic Policies – Foreign Policy- Paul 1796 -1801 Society and Culture in 

the 18
th

 Century.   

Unit: II 

 Russia from 1801 to 1881: 

Alexander I (1801 – 1825) – Nicholas I (1825 –1855)- Alexander II (1855-1881)- abolition of 

Serfdom -Judicial reforms –Zemstvos – Polish revolt – Foreign Policy 

Unit: III 

Russia and the World : 

Alexander III (1881 – 1894) – Nicholas  II(1894 -1917) Nihilism in Russia – the Russo – 

Japanese war (1904 -1905) Treaty of Portsmouth – Impact – Revolution of 1905. The Russian 

Duma (1906 -1941). 

Unit: IV 

Russia between the First and Second World Wars: 

Role of Russia in the First World War – February Revolution of 1917 – Bolshevik Revolution of 

October 1917 – Impact of the Russian Revolution of and the success of Socialism – Russia under 

Lenin and Stalin – USSR in World War II – The Aftermath of the war. 

Unit: IV 

The  Khrushchev Era (1953 -1964): 

Domestic Policies – Agriculture – The Soviet Economy – Foreign Policy of Soviet union – 

Soviet union and Eastern Europe Sino – Soviet Relation – Soviet Relation with Western Powers 

– Cold war and military alliances – Effects of the cold War Soviet Impact on the war- Political 

Impact- Ideological Impact – Impact on International Relations. 
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Text Books: 

1. ManoharR. Wadhwani- “Rise of Soviet to world Power” S.Chand and Company Ltd. Ram Nagar, 

New Delhi. 

2. N.Subramanian –“ History of Russia. As Ennes Publications, 96, NGO Colony, Madurai. 

3. Majuumdar R.K and Srivastva A.N – History of Russia. 

 

Books for Reference: 

1. Basil Dmytryshyn   – A History of Russia 

2. Carr.E.H                  - The Russian Revolution from Lenin to Stalin 

3. Chaurasia R.S         - World History 

4. King’s Publishers   - History of Russia and USSR 

5. Kristine Bushnell    - History of the USSR Vol I and II 

6. Rao. B.V                - History  of Europe 1450 – 1815. Sterling Publishers Pvt Ltd.     

7. Vidya DharMahajan  - History of Modern Europe Since 1789. 

8. Vinay Kumar Malhotra – Gorbachevian Revolution in the soviet union.    
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